
SHOLDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Town Hall, High Street, Deal, Kent, CT14 6TR

Telephone: 07464550069
Email: sholdenparishcouncil@live.co.uk

www.sholdenpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

Emily Starkie,
Review Officer,
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
14th Floor,
Millbank Tower,
Millbank,
London SW1 4QP

Date: 31 July 2018

Dear Colleagues,

SHOLDEN PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIONS ON ELECTORAL
REVIEW OF DOVER: DRAFT ECOMMENDATIONS - MIDDLE DEAL AND
SHOLDEN

Summary

1. Sholden Parish Council (SPC) strongly objects to its partial inclusion into the
Eastry Rural electoral ward. The SPC recommends that the proposed electoral
boundary for the proposed Middle Deal ward be extended back out to its former
position (but see paragraph two immediately below). And that the revised ward is
named, as was, Middle Deal and Sholden.

2. The Parish Council does not object to that part of Sholden Parish to the East of
the railway line, Tenant’s Hill, being included in the North Deal ward.

3. In putting this submission forward, the Parish Council will follow the the three
statutory LGBCE deliverables: Equality of representation; Reflecting community
interests and identities and The provision of effective and convenient local
government.

4. We are not challenging the proposal that Dover District Council should have 32
Councillors.
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Detail

Equality of representation

5. Council has tried its hand at re-calculating the number of electors that will be
back in the Middle Deal & Sholden ward by 2023.Our calculations show that
moving Sholden (minus the Tenant’s Hill electorate) back into Middle Deal &
Sholden would mean a variance, in 2023, of 13.8%. That is 3.8% higher than the
10% tolerance. However, Sholden Parish Council believes that the submissions
below on the remaining two statutory requirements (Community interests and
identities and Effective and convenient local government) far outweigh this 3.8%
anomaly.

Community interests and identities

6. In paragraph 39-42 of Section 2 (Analysis and draft recommendations) of the
full LGBCE report, Sholden Parish Council noted that the LGBCE has said:-

“ Several submissions were received regarding the parish of Sholden. These
submissions uniformly opposed the Dover District Council’s proposal to link the
parish with an area of Deal. The respondents argued that Sholden is not linked
with Deal”.

The Council has reviewed the various submissions and it is our opinion that
generally the respondents felt that Sholden was not a part of North Deal. That is,
the SPC has found nothing to suggest that being a part of Middle Deal was
anathema to Sholden residents. We cannot find any evidence that suggests any
respondents favoured being a part of Eastry Rural. Indeed, those respondents
(residents) who did have a view, uniformly commented that Sholden is no longer
a “hamlet” and is now more suburban than rural. More than one respondent
made the point that Sholden belonged to Middle Deal. At the risk of repetition,
none, as far as I (the Clerk) can find, advocated being part of Eastry Rural. This
is, in Counci’s view, compelling evidence to rebut the proposal in paragraph 42 of
section 2.

7. To detail further the community link theme, Sholden is inextricably linked to
Deal. Here is the compelling evidence:-

(i) Neighbourhood Watch representatives cover both the Middle Deal and
Sholden areas. Issues are often linked due to the close proximity of the two
areas.
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(ii) Sholden Village Hall is used by local groups, (regular weekly bookings),
from both Sholden and Deal. The hall is also popular as a private venue and
frequently used by people in the area.

(iii) Walmer Cricket Club is based in Sholden and unites players of all ages
from the Deal, Sholden and Walmer areas.

(iv) Policing - Sholden comes under the heading ‘Middle Deal & Sholden’,

(v) Schools - Sholden has one C of E Primary school. Used by students
of both Deal and Sholden. For secondary education, the Goodwin Academy
serves Deal, Sholden and Walmer.

(vi) Shopping - local shops and supermarkets are situated in Deal, as are
banks, building societies, the library, local weekly markets, pubs, restaurants,
medical facilities etc.

(vii) Health-care - Local doctor’s surgeries are located in the Deal area.
There is no surgery in Sholden.

Looking at (i) - (vii) above there is nothing, evidentially, to suggest that Sholden
belongs anywhere other than in a Middle Deal & Sholden ward.

8. Sholden Parish Council has consulted Eastry Parish Council and Eastry
themselves have confirmed that they were at a loss as to how the
recommendation that Sholden become part of Eastry Rural came about. The
general consensus of the Eastry Parish Council was that Sholden was, is and
always will be an integral part of Middle Deal.

Effective and convenient local government

9. Sholden Parish Council feel particularly strongly that placing Sholden, as
proposed, will not lead to effective or convenient government. If Sholden were to
become part of Eastry Rural, the assumption must be that Sholden residents
would need, amongst other things, effective and convenient transport links.These
are not there. But there are good links to Deal - especially the bus services.

10. On the subject of local government of Eastry Rural, it would be very hard to
imagine that an informed, but impartial observer, would see any local government
linkage between Eastry Rural and Sholden. Deal Town Council hosts the Parish
Council post box (see the address at the top of this letter!!). Our current (and
future) Middle Deal and Sholden ward Councillors know Sholden,live in the area
and know the issues.
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11. Local government meetings (be they occasional or more formalised),
presumably would take place in Eastry (the largest village/town, by far, in Eastry
Rural). Logistically for travelers from Sholden, this would be far from convenient.

Conclusion

12. Lest we forget, only as recently as 2015 did the Boundary Commission
Electoral Review of Kent uphold the submissions by Sholden Parish Council that
Sholden, for KCC representation, be transferred from Sandwich to Deal. The
reasoning behind this change remains relevant and is transferable to this
consultation. In fact, in view of the recent housing developments in Sholden, the
relevance is even more marked.

13. Our submissions that Sholden is aligned with Deal are, Council believes,
compelling and evidence based. Geographically there are no serious
distinguishing features or landmarks to indicate a separation of the two
communities. The green fields that once defined these communities are now
gone and the residential areas that have replaced them, unite rather than divide
the Deal/Sholden communities. This cannot be said for the proposal to include
Sholden into Eastry Rural.

14. In terms of transport, Sholden is linked to Deal, with a regular bus service.
The local train station which serves Sholden and Deal is located in Deal. On foot,
it is an easy walk to the town centre of Deal from Sholden (approximately 2km).
The LGBCE rationale cites ‘good internal road connections between the parishes’,
however it is 10.6km from Sholden to Eastry and takes approximately 16 minutes
by car. The Sholden/Deal transport linkage is far superior to tht of Sholden/Eastry.

15. Council fully appreciates that our submission on electoral equality is weak,
but Council firmly believe that that minor (3.6%) weakness is far outweighed by
the strength of of our submissions on Community and Effective Governance.

Yours Sincerely,

Kevin Lynch

Kevin J Lynch
Clerk to Sholden Parish Council


