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Dear Mr Evans, 
 
Greetings from Sholden Parish Council! 
 
At the outset, may I say how pleased Sholden Parish Council is that Quinn Estates is now owning and 
managing Betteshanger Park. It is good to have a local company in charge, a company that knows the 
area and its residents. 
 
Sholden Parish Council was also pleased to see from last week’s East Kent Mercury that Quinn 
Estates is now asking for people to share their aspirations for the Park. We appreciate that there is a 
two-minute online survey asking about those aspirations, but we have had some thoughts (mostly 
ecological) from Sholden Parish residents which do not fit neatly into the survey. And hence this more 
formal means of communication! 
 
Our residents have asked that if significant changes are to be made to Betteshanger Park and the 
surrounding areas that:  
 

(i) First and foremost, we and they would like to see the local wildlife protected. Perhaps Quinn 
Estates might consider enlisting the professional expertise of Kent Wildlife trust and Sandwich Bay 
Bird Observatory (also RSPB?) to do this?   
 
(ii) Quinn Estates might emulate Bovis Homes in a pledge to accommodate the need for 
hedgehogs to roam at night – especially during any construction. Bovis Homes has promised to 
incorporate “hedgehog highways” — holes in fences that allow the creatures to trudge in and out of 
fields etc. There is also thinking around “hedgehog homes” in open green spaces. Local fencing 
contractor Vurley Fencing tell us they can now supply concrete gravel boards with hedgehog holes.  
 
(iii) Quinn Estates use ‘swift bricks’ to provide nests for the Swifts that come back to this area every 
year. We have noticed on another development (not Quinn Estates I might add!) that some tree 
planting and tree replacement has not been that successful and therefore some birds (Swifts and 
Housemartins) might not return because their insect food source had dried up due to lack of 
vegetation, trees and greenery.  
 
We are sure that Quinn Estates with their vast experience of the sector and South East Kent will 
have thought of most, if not all, of this.  
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If Sholden Parish Council can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 

 
Kind regards 
 
 

Kevin Lynch 
 
 
Kevin Lynch 
Clerk, Sholden Parish Council 
On Behalf of Sholden Parish Council 
 
CC. Sholden Parish Councillors 
        
      
                   


